
8th May 2020 

Let’s Hui 

Kia Ora, 
 
While I was disappointed by some of the Prime Minister’s remarks as she explained the hallmarks of 
Alert Level Two, what we need to read into this is that yes, we can travel and we can meet, with 
certain restrictions. In what has been dim and dark times, we must find some light in this. 
 
Ideally we would have liked the PM to have singled out our industry which has similarities with how 
Hospitality will be allowed to function. We can ensure that all attendees are seated at the meeting and 
separated by at least a one metre as well as the safe and hygienic handling of food and beverage. 
Not only that, registration systems and QR codes have been staples of the industry for many years, 
giving us an enviable position of not only being able to provide information to track and trace, but also 
being able to control the event and the attendee experience. 
 
The “open bar” comment was flippant. 
 
My sense of Alert Level Two is that there is still some opportunity for pressure to increase the 
numbers meeting indoors for Business Events alone. There is still some grey areas which we need 
more information on, such as how this level applies to Incentives and actual numbers within a facility. 
On the latter, I am seeking clarification from the Ministry of Health. On the former, as long as the 
number does not exceed 100 and care is given to hygiene factors, they can be held. It’s not ideal by 
any means, but it does give us something to work with. 
 
This week, we heard more news about smart, talented and passionate people being made redundant 
or businesses put into hibernation. It is a stark reminder that we have much to fight for. 
 
I hope you are enjoying the various guest speakers and webinars we are doing. Thank you again 
Meredith for your insights at the Virtual Coffee morning. Being present and set up to do a Zoom call is 
so true. It does immediately get you into the mode for business. It was also great to hear from Wayne 
Middleton as the question around how to run an event safely is so important. The guidelines which 
have been developed by the industry are currently with Ministry of Health. They won’t approve it, but 
they will let us know if we have the right guidelines in place or what to fix. We will then distribute, so 
you can use them, at your discretion, to ensure that you can give confidence to your staff, customers 
and partners. The relationship between organisers and venues will be key in the success of this. 
 
Next week is Budget week. While we know this will be a different budget than what the Finance 
Minister wanted to present, it is eagerly anticipated. The PM did suggest that there will be extra 
support for the hardest-hit sectors, such as events. We hope that will be the case. 

He waka eke noa 

Lisa Hopkins 
Chief Executive 
lisa@nzconventions.co.nz 

#weareallthistogether 
#hewakaekenoa 
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